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October 12, 2017 
 
 
The Honorable Secretary Elaine Chao 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E. 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Chao: 
 
On behalf of Greater Spokane Incorporated (GSI) – the region’s largest business development 
organization -- I am writing today to indicate my support of the Spokane International Airport 
Multimodal Transportation Infrastructure Safety Improvement Project TIGER discretionary grant 
application.   
 
One of GSI’s Community Initiatives is AIR Spokane, which supports the expansion of aerospace and 
advanced manufacturing industries. There are more than 120 aerospace-related companies in the 
region employing more than 12,000 people. GSI is dedicated to growing the region’s capacity to 
serve as a supply chain for the aerospace industry. Spokane International Airport is also a partner 
in the AIR Spokane Initiative. In order for Spokane International Airport to continue its growth, 
safety and capacity infrastructure improvements are necessary. 
 
Just this year, airlines have added five new nonstop destinations which has accelerated year-to-date 
growth in passenger activity by 10 percent.  To compliment this success, two additional nonstop 
flights will be added to San Jose and Denver in early 2018.  In addition, Air cargo tonnage has 
increased 8% compared to 2016.  All these factors demonstrate a strong economic recovery for the 
Spokane region, which can be further supported through this important multimodal infrastructure 
project.   
 
The Airport’s growth also correlates to additional traffic including personal vehicles, shuttles, ride-
share, and taxis, as well as truck and freight traffic transiting on the Airport’s inbound and 
outbound roadways and crossing Spotted Road to access State Route 2 and Interstate 90.  Spotted 
Road is a part of the Critical Urban Freight Corridor and also provides access to the Airport 
Industrial Park with these two very busy inbound and outbound airport access roads. The Spotted 
Road intersections and geometry are dangerous and improvements are necessary to improve 
safety. The combination of lower speed traffic trying to cross the inbound and outbound airport 
access roads with higher speed traffic at two intersecting points has led to multiple routine 
accidents many of which are serious injury accidents and even some fatalities.  These problems 
continue despite installation of additional traffic safety measures.   
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Given the increasing commercial traffic associated with the Airport’s growth, the most prudent 
safety and efficiency solution available is to grade-separate Spotted Road from the Airport inbound 
and outbound access roads.  This grade-separation project will separate the Critical Urban Freight 
Corridor route from traffic traveling to the Airport, improve the level of service, create a safer 
connectivity between different modes, and reduce freight mode conflicts. The realignment will 
continue to connect with the Primary Highway Freight Network, which is important to maintain 
and is valuable to the region’s freight modes.  
 
The Airport’s annual economic impact of over $750 million is testimony to the integral role they 
play in regional economy.  I would strongly encourage you to give their $5 million TIGER 
discretionary grant application careful consideration as it will be an investment in improved traffic 
safety and modal connectivity while also supporting continued passenger and freight growth 
essential to the regional economy.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Todd Mielke 
Chief Executive Officer 
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