BUILD FY2019 Grant Application
Spokane, Washington
Appendix A: Letters of Support
LEGISLATIVE
US Senator Patty Murray
US Senator Maria Cantwell
US Congresswoman Cathy McMorris Rogers
Washington State Senators Jeff Holy, Andy Billig, Mark Schoesler, Mike Padden, Shelly Short, Judy Warnick

LOCAL
City of Spokane – City Council President Ben Stuckart
City of Spokane – Mayor David Condon
Greater Spokane Incorporated – CEO Todd Mielke
Spokane Regional Transportation Council (MPO) – Executive Director Sabrina Minshall
Spokane County – County Commissioners Mary Kuney, Al French and Josh Kerns
West Plains Airport Area Public Development Authority – Executive Director Todd Coleman

STATE
WSDOT - Secretary of Transportation Roger Millar

PRIVATE PARTNERS
Exotic Metals Forming Company, LLC
Far West Agribusiness Association
Inland Empire Distribution Systems Logistics, Inc.
Mullen Technologies, Inc.
Seaport Steal
Washington Equipment Manufacturing Company, Inc.
Washington Eastern Railroad, LLC
Waste Management, Inc.
Zak! Designs, Inc.
Avista Utilities

Letters of Support

Rail-Truck Transload Facility Project

Legislative Building
Olympia, WA 98504-0482

Washington State Senate

Phone: (360) 786-7550
FAX: (360) 786-1999

The Honorable Elaine Chao, Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E.
Washington, DC 20590
July 10, 2019
Dear Secretary Chao:
We are pleased to write this letter of support for the Rail-Truck Transload Facility at Spokane International
Airport BUILD transportation discretionary grant application for $12 million. This BUILD Rural Project grant is
a vital transportation-logistics investment to support current and future business development in the West
Plains region.
The proposed Transload Facility supports the initiative to enhance the Airport’s role as a logistics hub by
maximizing the cost and geographical efficiencies of multiple modes, minimizing congestion, and providing
easy access from industrial locations and major labor centers. Developing this proposed facility will deliver
lower costs and/or improved efficiency to shippers and manufacturers.
The Transload facility would also complement the multiple logistical infrastructure investments previously
awarded by the Washington State Legislature near the proposed site, including: $24 million under the
Connecting Washington program to rebuild two Interstate 90 interchanges, a $2 million grant for the Trunk
Rail Extension Project at Spokane International Airport that has directly connect the facility to the existing
Geiger Spur Railroad line, and a $500,000 grant for the initial phase of the rail-truck transload project.
Additionally, it would further support the $14.3 million BUILD grant investment the U.S. Department of
Transportation awarded to Spokane County last December for the Geiger Boulevard Improvement Project,
which is in close proximity to the proposed facility.
We support the BUILD discretionary grant for consideration for Spokane International Airport. Not only
would it be an investment in improved modal connectivity, it would also help regional economies further
develop into a global gateway for domestic and international trade.
Sincerely,

JEFF HOLY
Washington State Senator
6th Legislative District

ANDY BILLIG
Washington State Senator
3rd Legislative District

MARK SCHOESLER
Washington State Senator
9th Legislative District

Majority Leader

Republican Leader
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MIKE PADDEN
Washington State Senator
4th Legislative District

SHELLY SHORT
Washington State Senator
7th Legislative District

JUDY WARNICK
Washington State Senator
13th Legislative District
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July 10, 2019

The Honorable Elaine Chao
Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E.
Washington, DC 20590
Dear Secretary Chao:
On behalf of Greater Spokane Inc. (GSI), I am writing today to indicate my support of the Rail-Truck
Transload Facility at Spokane International Airport BUILD transportation discretionary grant application.
GSI is committed to the expansion of the aerospace and advanced manufacturing industries. There are
more than 120 aerospace-related companies in the region employing more than 12,000 people. GSI is
always seeking opportunities to grow the region’s capacity to serve as a supply chain for the aerospace
industry. Spokane International Airport is a vital partner in these efforts, and this proposed BUILD Rural
Project would be a critical transportation-logistics investment to support current and future business
development in the West Plains region.
The proposed Transload Facility supports the initiative to enhance the Airport’s role as a logistics hub. By
maximizing the cost and geographical efficiencies of multiple modes, minimizing congestion and providing
easy access from industrial locations and major labor centers, developing this proposed facility will deliver
lower costs and/or improved efficiency to shippers and manufacturers. Additionally, the facility’s location
would fall within the boundary of the West Plains-Airport Area Public Development Authority (PDA). The
Transload facility would complement the PDA’s mission to attract new manufacturing and aerospace
development to grow jobs in the area.
The Airport’s annual economic impact of over $750 million is testimony to the integral role they play in our
regional economy. I would strongly encourage you to give their $12 million BUILD discretionary grant
application careful consideration as it will be an investment in improved modal connectivity while also
supporting continued logistics infrastructure essential to the regional economy.
Sincerely,

Todd Mielke
Chief Executive Officer

June 24, 2019

The Honorable Elaine Chao
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave SE
Washington, DC 20590
Dear Secretary Chao:
The Washington State Department of Transportation is pleased to support Spokane
International Airport’s 2019 BUILD grant application for the Rail-Truck Transload
Facility project.
The proposed project would support the initiative to enhance the Airport’s role as a
logistics hub and provide the West Plains with a multi-modal freight hub network
transfer point to attract large aerospace manufacturers, logistics and warehousing
firms, and manufacturing companies. When finished, the new transload facility and
associated new track will strengthen the existing infrastructure network enhancing the
efficiency of the movement of freight and goods to and from Spokane.
I hope you will give this project serious consideration.
Sincerely,

Roger Millar, PE, FASCE, FAICP
Secretary of Transportation

July 3, 2019
The Honorable Elaine Choa
Secretary
US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590
Regarding: BUILD Grant – Geiger Transload Facility
Mullen Technologies, Inc. is enthusiastic about the opportunity to locate its manufacturing, assembly
and production of full electric automobiles and new battery technology to Spokane, Washington. Our
vision for Mullen aligns well with the West Plains Airport Area Public Development Authority’s targeted
sector of advanced manufacturing. Mullen plans to have 55 jobs in the PDA this year increasing to a
projected 863 by 2026. Up to 100 of those jobs will be well paying engineering jobs, hopefully coming
from the many engineering programs in the Spokane region.
Our business model initially requires the import of finished components for assembly in our facilities
planned for Spokane. To get these components from the seaports to Spokane, it is critical for Mullen to
have access to efficient modes of transportation. The PDA site offers access to Interstate I-90, Spokane
International Airport and the Geiger Rail Spur that ties to the main line for Burlington Northern Rail. The
PDA is currently constructing an extension of the rail spur to accommodate a new trans-load facility and
the Mullen opportunity will require a further extension to serve Mullen’s logistics network and support
of the assembly of the electric sports car.
Due to the critical nature of the rail mode of transportation for Mullen’s operations, the award of a
BUILD grant to Spokane International Airport to fund the transload facility would contribute to the
successful development of an electric vehicle and lithium battery facility. This funding request is
supported by the Spokane International Airport, Spokane County, the City of Spokane and the West
Plains Airport Area Public Development Authority. This critical investment will greatly assist Mullen and
the PDA to complete the lease agreements and to begin construction on the 1.3 million square foot
facilities with rail in 2020.
We thank you for your support and we look forward to a strong working relationship with leadership at
US Department of Transportation, Washington State and the Spokane Region.
Sincerely,

David Michery
CEO and Chairman of the Board
Mullen Technologies, Inc.
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July 1, 2019
The Honorable Elaine Chao
Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E.
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Chao:
Please accept this as my letter of support for the Rail-Trunk Transload Facility at Spokane International
Airport BUILD transportation discretionary grant application being submitted by Spokane International
Airport. The support from this transportation-logistics investment would be crucial to current and future
business development in the West Plains region.
By maximizing the cost and geographical efficiencies of multiple modes, minimizing congestion and
providing easy access from industrial locations and major labor centers, developing this proposed facility
will deliver lower costs and/or improved efficiency to shippers and manufacturers. This would be
particularly beneficial for Wemco. We manufacture products such as aerospace tooling and parts and
cranes and lifting systems. These products are large in size and require specialized shipping methods.
Having the transload facility in close proximity to our fabrication facility would facilitate the process and
expedite delivery of finished products to our customers.
The Airport’s annual economic impact of over $750 million is testimony to the integral role they play in
regional economy, and the proposed Transload Facility would support the initiative to enhance the
Airport’s role as a logistics hub. It will help to strengthen the existing regional freight infrastructure
network Wemco, Inc. and other area companies realize, with convenient access to Interstate 90 as well
as the Airport’s commercial and cargo air freight capabilities.
I would strongly encourage you to consider Spokane Airport’s $12 million BUILD discretionary grant
application, as it will be an investment in improved modal connectivity while also helping regional
economies further develop into a global gateway for domestic and international trade.

Sincerely,
Juston Rouse
Executive Vice President
Wemco, Inc.

Washington Eastern Railroad LLC
P.O. Box 1544  Ogden, UT 84402  Telephone (801) 621-5311

July 11, 2019
Todd S Woodard
Director, Marketing/Public Affairs
Spokane International Airport
Dear Todd,
I am writing this letter in support of the funding of the Rail-Truck Transload facility near the Spokane
International Airport, Spokane, WA under the BUILD Grant program.
The Washington Eastern Railroad began operating the Geiger Spur Branch and the Central Washington Branch of
the Palouse River and Coulee City Railroad November 5, 2018. We are focused on safe operations and providing
consistent service to our customers. Equally important is increasing business for existing customers, securing
new customers on the line as well as establishing transload operations to expand our capabilities. Rail to truck
and truck to rail shipments is a proven method of increasing market penetration for railroads that have
traditionally moved by truck. This proposed transload facility will greatly enhance the ability to secure new
customers and business as the infrastructure will be in place to support this effort. Rail transportation is the
preferred method for heavy haul freight and longer distant hauls due to the economics of rail. The last mile for
rail shipments is more efficiently handled by short line railroads as they have a lower cost structure and have
greater flexibility in providing switching and other terminal services. Class 1 railroads are good at operating their
major hub and spoke routes between terminals carrying large volumes of freight to and from large cities and
interchange locations.
This grant will also help establish Spokane as a logistics hub.
I am available to answer questions and provide more details if necessary.
Regards,

Bruce Carswell
Senior Vice President and COO
(575) 361-1810

July 13, 2019
The Honorable Elaine Chao
Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E.
Washington, DC 20590
Dear Secretary Chao,
I’m writing this letter in support of the Rail-Trunk Transload Facility at Spokane International
Airport BUILD transportation discretionary grant application that’s being submitted by the
Spokane International Airport.
Avista is the local utility that provides safe, reliable electric and natural gas service to the region,
and the Spokane International Airport is one of our major commercial and industrial customers.
Avista has a proud history of serving our region for 130 years. Beyond providing an essential
service to our customers, we are an active leader and partner in economic development in the
communities throughout our service territory.
There are many reasons why this BUILD grant is so critical to our region. The Spokane
International Airport and the West Plains area of Spokane County is the site of not only the
current, but also future growth of the region’s manufacturing and transportation industries. The
recent siting of the Amazon and Caterpillar Distribution Facilities speak to the desirability of this
area for large scale distribution.
The West Plains-Spokane International Airport Public Development Authority, recently initiated,
is the catalyst to recruit and site additional aerospace, manufacturing and distribution assets
within this hub. The proposed Transload Facility, which this grant would support would be
significant to the substantial community investment already made and pledged to this effort.
The $12 million BUILD discretionary grant would be the tipping point to move this economic
driver forward and to make this intermodal, logistics and transportation vision a reality to
advance not only the greater Spokane region, but also grow the vitality of international
economic trade with the Pacific Northwest connectivity to Asia.
Avista stands as a ready partner with the West Plains PDA, The Spokane International Airport
and the Spokane region to make this vision a reality.
Sincerely,

Dennis Vermillion
President of Avista Utilities and Avista Corp.

